[Thymoma with idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura preceded by mediastinal hemorrhage; report of a case].
A 62-year-old female with chest and right shoulder pain admitted to a hospital. The chest computed tomography (CT) scan showed a large anterior mediastinum mass with pleural effusion. Thymoma was suspected by percutaneous aspiration biopsy of it. She was referred to our hospital for operation with decreased serum platelet count (7.0 x 10(4)/microliter) and high platelet associated IgG (PA IgG) level (119.5 ng/10(7) cells). Result of bone marrow examination was normal, splenomegaly was not seen and no other autoimmune disease was not detected, so she was thought to have ITP. After giving her intravenous high-dose gamma-globulin and her platelet count increased to normal, operation was done. Extended thymectomy was performed and postoperative course was uneventful. Pathological finding showed the mass mediastinum hematoma in thymus and there found a small thymoma. The hemorrhage was thought to occur from the thymoma. After the operation, her platelet count has not been changed to normal but remained lower level. Though myasthenia gravis, one of the autoimmune disease, improve after total thymectomy, it is thought that idiopathic thrombocytopenic purpura (ITP) could not improve after thymectomy.